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Lack of unity of invention 
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citations and explanations supporting such statement 
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1. With regard to the language, this report is based on the international application in the language in which it was filed, unless 
otherwise indicated under this item. 

I I This report is based on translations from the original language into the following language , 

which is language of a translation furnished for the purpose of: 

I I international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)) 

I I publication of the international application (under Rule 1 2.4) 

I I international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 and/or 55.3) 

2. With regard to the elements of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which have been 
furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" 
and are not annexed to this report): 

I I The international application as originally filed/furnished 
1^1 the description: 

pages 1-12 , as originally filed/furnished 

pages* received by this Authority on 

P a g es * received by this Authority on 

fXl the claims: 



P a g es > as originally filed/furnished 

pages* , as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 

Pages* 1-11 received by this Authority on 28 September 2004 (28.09.2004) 

Pages* received by this Authority on 



1XJ the drawings: 

Pages 1/3-3/3 , as originally filed/furnished 

pages* received by this Authority on 

pages* received by this Authority on 

Q a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing. 

3 - [ZH ^ ne amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 
I I the description, pages 

I I the claims, Nos. , 



I I the drawings, sheets/figs 

I | the sequence listing (specify): 

any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): . 



Q This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below had not been 
made, since they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box 
(Rule 70.2(c)). 

I I the description, pages 

I I the claims, Nos. 

I I the drawings, sheets/figs , 



I I the sequence listing (specify): 

I I any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 
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Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (IA) 



Citations and explanations 
1 • Claim 1 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



1-11 



1-11 



1-11 



YES 
NO 
YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



1.1 



1.2 



1.3 



Claim 1 satisfies the requirements of PCT 
Article 33(2) to (4) in respect of novelty, 
inventive step and industrial applicability. 

Since none of the documents cited in the search 
report or acknowledged in the introductory part of 
the description discloses the features of 
independent claim 1 in their entirety, the subject 
matter of claim 1 is novel . 

For a person skilled in the art, the documents cited 
in the search report contain nothing to suggest 
configuring the fixing as per the characterising 
part of claim 1, in a brush seal according to the 
preamble of main claim 1 (as per US-A-5 066 024) . 
The feature, appropriate for the production of a 
multiple brush ring bearer, that the second brush 
ring bearer is fixed to the first brush ring bearer 
by means of a snap connection (in particular a non- 
releasable snap connection) , is the outcome of a 
step that is not a logical development of the prior 
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art citations. In consequence, the brush seal 
according to claim 1 involves an inventive step. 

1.4 The subject matter of claim 1 can be made and used 
and is therefore considered industrially applicable 



Claims 2-11; 



2 . 1 



Claims 2-11 are dependent on claim 1 and thus 
likewise satisfy the requirements of the PCT in 
respect of novelty, inventive step and industrial 
applicability (PCT Article 33(2) to (4)). 
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